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	GENERAL INFORMATION—

	· Narrow down college choices to 10.

	· Create or update your career folder.  Your report cards or transcripts should be here.  Gather information for your resume in preparation of the Junior Interview Project this Spring.  Record work you have done, paid or unpaid.  Save honors or recognition you have received.  Identify sports or clubs to which you belong.  Write down ways in which you have shown leadership or designed innovative processes.  Write a page about something that happened which made an impact on you in some way.(time will fly)

	· Take the PSAT test October 12, 2011.   Find education/career information at collegeboard.com using the My College QuickStart tool with your individual access key found on your test results sheet.  The information is individualized to you.
· Sign up for the free ASVAB career assessment in the CCC by 10/21/11.  Testing will be 10/26/11, 7:40 a.m. in the RHS Library.  Information will not be released to recruiters.
·  Sign up for SAT/ACT Spring test dates (collegeboard.org, actstudent.org).  Practice tests are available on their websites, rhshuskies.com/academics/test prep and in CCC. 

	· If portfolios, audition tapes, writing samples, or other evidence of talents are required for college admissions or for scholarships, start to develop them now.

	· If you are seeking an athletic scholarship, make contact with the appropriate coaches at the school of your interest; include a resume of your accomplishments.  Let your high school coach know of your interest in pursuing college athletics.  Fill out the NCAA form at www.eligibilitycenter.org

	· To enter a branch of the military as an officer apply to an academy or a college that has an ROTC program.  Check out the academy summer programs in December:  U.S. Military Academy at West Point, New York; U.S. Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland; U.S. Air Force Academy at Colorado Springs, Colorado;  U.S. Coast Guard Academy at New London, Connecticut;  U.S. Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, New York.
· Review the careers in the military @ www.nvcis.intocareers.org.
· To enter an academy, start the application process this year.

	· Determine or review your career goals.  Make sure the career matches your personality, interests and needs.  

· Identify steps to reach your goals and the time and cost of each step.

· Identify obstacles to goals and ways to overcome them.

· Determine a backup goal and steps and obstacles for that as well.
· Visit the College and Career Center to explore careers and the type of training needed to attain those careers.  Also visit www.nvcis.intocareers.org and www.bls.gov/oco.  CCC page on RHS website rhshuskies.com, click on Activities tab, scroll down screen to College and Career Center.

	· Schedule college visits and prepare worksheets to help determine your school choices.  Identify what is important to you in a school.
· Come to the CCC and meet college representatives at the times listed on our Visitors List located in the Window in the Dome or on the CCC webpage.  Colleges visit in Sept., Oct. & Nov. and the list changes often.
· Attend college fairs like WCSD/WACAC on 11/6/11 @ UNR’s Joe Crowley Student Union or NACAC Performing & Visual Arts Fair on 10/23/11 @ Nob Hill Masonic Center, 1111 California St., San Francisco, 415/776-4702.

	· Make sure you are meeting high school graduation and college admission requirements.  Check with college websites for their admissions criteria and your high school counselor to see if you are on track to graduation.

	· Confer with your parents, counselors, recruiters, and other resources about your plans.  Ask people working in your areas of interest about the pros and cons of their careers.  Use the College and Career Center to explore careers.
· Take part time jobs or volunteer at organizations that specialize in your career of interest.  You can see first hand if this career is what you thought.
· Ask your counselor about the GT Externship program where you can earn a semester credit for career exploration opportunity.  

	· Request application materials from colleges (call, write, email).

	SCHOLARSHIPS & FINANCIAL AID


	· US Senate Youth program is open to juniors in elected/appointed leadership positions who volunteer, have good grades and are interested in careers in government.  Reno HS applications are in the CCC.  Deadline:  TBA, early Oct. in the CCC.  Nevada sends two delegates to D.C.

· Discover $40,000 Scholarship program for juniors with 2.75 minimum cumulative GPA and who have overcome hardships:  Deadline 1/31.  Go to http://www.discoverfinancial.com/community/scholarship.shtml

· Kohl’s Kids Who Care community service scholarship may apply 2/1 – 3/15.  Go to www.kohlscorporation.com/CommunityRelations/scholarship/ 
· High school juniors who participate in and complete either an American Legion Boys State or American Legion Auxiliary Girls State summer program may qualify for a chance of a scholarship.
· Ayn Rand Essay contest deadline is May 5.  Information available online at http://aynrandnovels.com/essay-contests.html or in the CCC.

·  The Harvard Prize Book is offered in the Spring in the CCC.  Requirements are at least 3.75 GPA, minimum 6 honors classes and non-academic achievement.  No money is associated with this opportunity.
· Enter essay, art, music or other type of contests that may result in money or enhance your resume.  Check the student announcements and CCC.

	SUMMER PRE-COLLEGE ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS

	Consider taking advantage of one of a number of college experiences.  You may enter a high school program in a college setting or may earn college credit.  There are programs that are designed to give students an idea of the type of materials covered in specific majors, programs that give students the opportunity to think independently or programs that experience campus life.  Explore college websites for programs they offer.  
Volunteer with different organizations.  Explore AmeriCorps and Peace Corps.  Check out opportunities at volunteermatch.org or on CCC webpage’s summer programs.


