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Reno High School  
Mission Statement  

 

The Reno High School community will provide each and every student 
the opportunity for educational excellence and guidance leading to 
respect, honor and strength for our ever -changing society.  
 

 
Reno High Belief Statements  

 
 
The Reno High School community strives toé 
 
§ Foster a strong sense of pride and tradition.  

 
§ Ensure a physically and emotionally safe learning environment. 

 

§ Promote extracurricular programs that enhance creativity, self -esteem, 
team building, and leadership. 

 

§ Make available and incorporate current technological resources. 
 
§ Improve understanding of our personal uniqueness and diversity . 

 

 

In order to achieve our mission and beliefs, a clear commitment to 
effective communication and collaboration is needed. 
 

 
 

 

 

Accreditation  
 

Reno High School has been accredited by the Northwest Associate of Schools and 

Colleges continuously since 1953 and strives to meet requirem ents as well as 

recommendations set forth by that organization.  
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ACADEMIC INFORMATION  
 
This Course of Study book lists courses in the various areas of the instructional program of 

Reno High School.  The instructional program has a curriculum designed to meet the individual 
needs of both the vocational/career student and the college -bound student. 

 

The Course of Study book is developed in such a manner as to be helpful to the student in 
his/her search for appropriate classes while selecting an individual schedule for the next school 

year.  Although information is given concerning the overall school organization, rules governing 
off-campus requests, graduation requirements, and school accreditation, the focus of the 

Course of Study book is on the INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM and the courses offered at Reno 

High School.  The registering student will find vital information concerning the content and 
goals of each course, the credit given, the semester offered, prerequisitesðif needed, and the 

materials the student will have to furnish for the course.  
 

INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM  
 
 

Areas within the INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM are classified as: 
 

College Preparation 

Advanced Placement 
Honors Program 

Career and Technology 
Supplemental Programs 

 
Most classes in the INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAM are fifty minutes in length and meet each day.  

A school bell schedule is provided at the end of this book. The school year is divided into two 

semesters.  Credit is issued at the end of each semester for the successful completion of 
required assignments and tests in each course.   
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WCSD High School Policies and Procedures  
 
 The following selected regulations and requirements are common to all of the public 

high schools in the Washoe County School District.  This is an important, but not exhaustive, 
list.  Other district regulations may apply and individual schools may have additional policies 

and procedures that are in effect on certain campuses. 

 
 Included in this section is information about the following:  

Á High School Graduation Requirements 

Á Gateway Course of Study 
Á Types of Diplomas Offered to WCSD Students 

Á Required Courses for Graduation Diploma 
Á WCSD Honors Diploma Requirements 

Á Nevada High School Proficiency Exams 

Á Required Number of Classes 
Á Grades 

Á Final Exams 
Á Credits 

Á Reporting to Parents 

Á Auditing a Course 
Á Withdrawing from a Class 

Á Repeating a Class 
Á Alternative Means of Earning HS Credit 

Á College Opportunities for HS Students 
¶ Advanced Placement 

¶ Credit by Exam 

¶ College Admissions Tests 

¶ Concurrent Enrollment 

¶ Distance Education (Electronic Delivery) 

¶ Dual Credit 

¶ Early College 

¶ International Baccalaureate 

¶ Tech Prep 

¶ TMCC High School 

Á Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship Program 

Á Post-Secondary Options 

Á NCAA Eligibility 
Á Title IX 
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THE GATEWAY COURSE OF STUDY  
(Administrative Regulation 6511) 

 

Gateway is a default course of study in which all students will automatically be enrolled in:  
1. 4 years of math 

2. 3 years of science 

3. 6 courses as seniors 
Exceptions  

Per Administrative Regulations 6511, students may be granted exceptions on a limited, case-by-
case basis. Exceptions may be granted under the following conditions:  

 

1. A special education student exempted via the IEP process; 
2. A student is directly receiving ESL services; 

3. A student who has transferred into a WCSD high school as a junior or senior and 
cannot earn the fourth mathematics or third science credit during the school year in 

his/her remaining school years before graduation.  Determination of whether a  
student can earn the fourth mathematics and/or third science credit will be made 

jointly in a conference with the student, parent, counselor, and principal or 

curriculum assistant principal within 10 days of enrollment.  
4. A student exempted through the form al opt-out procedure as established by the 

Office of Secondary Education.   
 

PLEASE NOTE:  No student is automatically exempted; every case should be considered on an 

individual basis. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS  
(Administrative Regulation 5127) 

The REQUIRED COURSES are as follows: 

English        4 credits 

Mathematics        3 credits  

Science         2 credits 

World History/World Geography      1 credit 

US History        1 credit 

American Government       1 credit 

Arts/Humanities/Occupational Ed.     1 credit 

PE/HSROTC or approved equivalency   2 credits 

Health or approved equivalency   .5 credit 

Computer Literacy        .5 credit 

   TOTAL                      16 credits required courses  

Electives                6.5 credits elective courses  

GRAND TOTAL            22.5 credits to graduate  

In addition to the minimum 22.5 credits earned, all students must receive a passing score 

on all required sections of the Nevada High School Proficiency Exam.
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FRESHMAN COURSE INFORMATION  

 

The following is a list o f required and elective subjects for freshman students.  Before 
selecting any course, each student should read the course description and consult with a 

counselor to be certain that course will qualify for graduation.  Elective courses may be 

canceled due to inadequate enrollment; some electives have limited freshman enrollment.  
Students must  choose their courses carefully. U nless a course is canceled or unless 

the number of freshmen allowed is exceeded, students will not be able to change 
their selections  after registration.  All freshman students must enroll in seven  classes , in 

accordance with Reno High School policy.  All freshmen students will automatically be enrolled 

in Freshmen Seminar. An alternative must be selected for each elective course. 
 

CODE DESCRIPTION  

Y = Year  F/S = Offered fall semester and/or spring semester  

 

REQUIRED SUBJECTS FOR 9th GRADERS 
 

ENGLISH  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Strategies in Lit 1-2 (by referral only) Y  
English 1-2 Y 

English 1-2 (Honors) Y 

[Each student will select one course for the year.  

Any student registering for English 1-2 (H) must 
meet the requirements listed in the English section).  

MATH.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Algebra 1-2 Y 

Geometry Y 
Formal Geometry Y 

[Each student will select one course based upon the 
recommendation of his/her middle school counselor.  

Students who take the CBE for Algebra 1-2 and who 
pass that test will be placed by the RHS counselors 

into geometry during the summer.]  

SCIENCE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Biology Y 

Biology (Honors) Y 

[Each student will select one course for the year.  
Any student registering for Biology (H) should be 

concurrently enrolled in Geometry and must have a 
recommendation. 

P.E./HEALTH/HSROTC  /COMP. LIT  
P.E.--one semester 

Health--one semester F/S 

     or 
HSROTC 1-2 Y 

Computer App/Comp Lit. F/S 

 

FROSH SEMINAR  Y  Required for all 9th grade students ï no exceptions 

 

ELECTIVE COURSE OPTIONS FOR 9th GRADERS 

Art 1-2 Y 

Beginning Guitar F/S 

2D 3D Multimedia 1-2 F/S 
Concert Band/Marching Y 

Drawing  S only 
French 1-2 Y, 3-4* Y 

Graphic Communication F/S  

Intermediate Orchestra Y 

Introduction to Theatre Y  
Journalism 1-2 Y 

Mixed Choir Y 
 

Music Apprec. F/S 

Powerwalking F/S 

Sculpture  S only 
Spanish 1-2 Y, 3-4 Y* 

Speech and Debate 
 

 

*With successful completion of the 1-2 Credit by Exam. 
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TYPES OF DIPLOMAS  

 
In order to graduate from a Washoe County high school, a student must earn a minimum of 
22.5 credits including certain requirements and a variety of electives.  In addition, each student 

must have passed all required sections of the Nevada High School Proficiency Examination 
(NHSPE).  One of the following will be issued to qualifying students:  

 

STANDARD DIPLOMA:   This student will have completed a minimum of 22.5 credits with all 
requirements met and will have passed all required sections of the NHSPE.  See ñGraduation 

Requirements.ò 
 

ADVANCED DIPLOMA:   This student will have completed a minimum of 24 credits, in cluding 

all requirements for a standard diploma plus one additional credit of science (total 3 credits) 
and one additional credit of math (total 4 credits) with a minimum of 3.25 GPA ( no rounding) 

including all credits applicable toward graduation, and wil l have passed all required sections of 
the NHSPE.   

 
HONORS DIPLOMA:   The Honors Program is designed to enhance academic preparation and 

challenge students through more rigorous course work.  An honors course offers material that 

is intellectually stimulat ing and challenges students beyond the scope of regular classroom 
work; assumes a mastery of the basics required for further study in a given area; emphasizes 

the quality of work over the quantity of work; provides depth and divergence through the study 
of ideas, themes, and problems; integrates knowledge across disciplines; demands use of 

higher order thinking skills including abstract reasoning, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation; 

requires flexibility in thinking and the use of divergent viewpoints; requ ires a proven student 
work ethic and full engagement in learning as an experience in its own right; requires 

excellence in the use of oral, written, and research skills; and promotes the use of a variety of 
in-depth performance tasks and assessment tools. 

 

This student will have completed a minimum of 24 credits (20 required and 4 elective) including 
at least eight (8) qualified honors level classes, and will have passed all required sections of the 

NHSPE, a minimum 3.40 GPA, (no rounding) , and no course failures during the last two years, 
unless the course is repeated to remove the "F" from the transcript. This diploma is designed to 

reward students who take and succeed in the most challenging academic program that the high 
school has to offer.  See ñHonors Diploma Requirementsò for specific required courses.  NOTE:  

Students who earn an Honors Diploma automatically qualify for an Advanced Diploma. 

 
ADJUSTED DIPLOMA:   This student must be certified as a Special Education student.  The 

student must have completed a minimum of 22.5 credits, but may not have completed all of the 
requirements for a Standard Diploma and/or may not have passed all required sections of the 

NHSPE.  The studentôs IEP will specify the conditions under which he/she will receive an 

Adjusted Diploma.  A student who accepts an Adjusted Diploma may work toward a Standard 
Diploma until his/her 22 nd birthday. 

 
CAREER & TECHNICAL EDUCATION ENDORSEMENT:   A pupil who successfully completes 

a program of career and technical education and who other wise satisfies the requirements for 
graduation from high school must be awarded a high school diploma with an endorsement 

indicating that the pupil successfully completed the program of career and technical education.  

See www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/  and click on CTE Endorsement for HS Diploma for a list of 
courses that comprise a program in your area of interest.  

 

http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/
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CERTIFICATE OF ATTENDANCE :  This student will have completed all of the requirements 

and credits needed for a Standard Diploma but will not have passed one or more required 
sections of the NHSPE by the date of graduation.  After completing appropriate remedial work, 

if the student passes the failed section(s) of the NHSPE within fifteen months followi ng the 
receipt of a Certificate of Attendance, he/she may exchange the Certificate of Attendance for a 

Standard Diploma issued by the home high school.  If the student has not passed all sections of 

the HSPE within the fifteen (15) month designated time pe riod, he/she may attend the Washoe 
Adult Program in order to continue efforts to obtain a Washoe High School diploma.  

 
GED:  This high school does not issue an equivalency or adult diploma.  For information about 

these programs, contact the Washoe Adult Program at 333-5020. 
   

REQUIRED COURSES FOR GRADUATION DIPLOMAS  

 Course Title  WCSD 
Standard  

State Advanced  WCSD  
Honors  

English 4.0 4.0 4.0 

Math 3.0 4.0  4.0 

Science 2.0 3.0   3.0ÀÀ 

American Government 1.0 1.0 1.0 

U.S. History 1.0 1.0 1.0 

World History/World Geography 1.0 1.0 1.0 

PE/HSROTC 2.0 2.0 2.0 

Arts/Humanities/Occupational Ed. 1.0 1.0 1.0 

Computer Literacy .5 .5 .5 

Health/HSROTC .5 .5 .5 

World Language -0- -0- 2.0*  

TOTAL 

REQUIRED CREDITS 

 
16.0 

 
18.0 

 
20.0 

Electives  6.5 6.0 4.0 

 

TOTALS 

 

22.5  

 

24.0  

 

24.0  

# of Honors Courses    8 

Required GPA 
 

 3.25 on 4.0 scale, 
(no rounding)  

3.40 on 4.0 
scale, 
(no rounding), 
no course 
failures as Jr./Sr. 
unless course is 
repeated to 
remove ñFò from 

transcript.  U is 
not considered 
for this purpose.  

 

ÀÀ  Two credits must be in Biology, Chemistry, or Physics 

*   Two years in the same world language  
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All diplomas require passage of all sections of the Nevada High School Proficiency 

Examination.  

 

The following formula will be used for calculating weighted GPAs: The unweighted overall GPA 
will be figured per WCSD Administrative Regulation 5124 (4.0 grading scale; minuses dropped.)  

Then for each semester of an honors course that a student passes, .025 will be added to the 

unweighted overall GPA and .050 will be added to each semester of an IB or AP course, 
producing the weighted overall GPA.  The list of designated honors courses (which includes all 

Advanced Placement and International Baccalaureate courses) recognized for the honors 
diploma program will be utilized in this weighting formula.  
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WCSD HONORS DIPLOMA  

(WCSD Administrative Regulation 5127) 

 
The Honors Program is designed to enhance academic preparation and challenge students 

through more rigorous course work.  An honors course offers material that is intellectually 
stimulating and challenges students beyond the scope of regular classroom work; assumes a 

mastery of the basics required for further study in a given area; emphasizes the quality of work 

over the quantity of work; provides depth and divergence through the study of ideas, themes, 
and problems; integrates knowledge across disciplines; demands use of higher order thinking 

skills including abstract reasoning, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation; requires flexibility in 
thinking and the use of divergent viewpoints; requires a proven student work ethic and full 

engagement in learning as an experience in its own right; requires excellence in the use of oral, 

written, and research skills; and promotes the use of a variety of in -depth performance tasks 
and assessment tools. 

 

HONORS DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS: 

1. Total credits required:  24  

2. Cumulative GPA:  3.40 GPA, weighted and rounded to the nearest 100th, and no course 

failures during the last two years unless the course is repeated to remove the "F" from the 
transcript 

3. Passing score on all required sections of the Nevada High School Proficiency Exam. 
4. Of the twenty -four (24) credits, twenty (20) credits are required and four (4) credits are 

elective credits.  The required courses are as follows: 

 
English      4 credits 

Mathematics    4 credits  

Science     3 credits (two credits must be in  
                                         Biology, Chemistry or Physics) 

Social Studies    3 credits (World History/World   

                                          Geography, U.S. History, and Government) 

World Language    2 credits (in the same language) 

Arts/Humanities/Occupational Ed.  1 credit 

PE/HSROTC or approved equivalency 2 credits 

Health or approved equivalency  .5 credit 

Computer Literacy    .5 credit 

   TOTAL   20 credits 
 

Electives     4 credits 

 
   GRAND TOTAL 24 credits for an Honors Diploma  

 
5.  Eight (8) credits must be earned in English, mathematics, social studies, science, and/or 

world language from among those courses which are designated as honors, including AP 

and/or IB courses. 
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NEVADA HIGH SCHOOL PROFICIENCY EXAM  
 

In order to graduate from a Nevada high school with a Regular, Advanced, or Honors diploma, 
a student must pass the math, reading, science, and writing sections of the High School 

Proficiency Exam (HSPE).  Students will take the math, reading, and science examinations for 
the first time during the spring of the 10 th grade year and the writing exam in the fall of the 

11th grade year.  Once a student has passed a section, he/she does not take that section again.  
 

Students who do not pass one or more sections of the HSPE during the first attempt must 

participate in testing sessions scheduled during the fall and spring of the 11 th grade year and 
then at various times during the 12 th grade year.  However, prior to all testing attempts after 

the junior year, students mus t receive appropriate remediation in the area(s) in which they 
have not passed the test, beginning immediately after receipt of test scores.  Appropriate 

remediation includes enrollment in an approved course or the use of tutors and special 

programs. 
 

Alternative criteria for a standard High school diploma for certain pupils who fail to pass the 
Science and/or Writing portions of the HSPE: 

In order for students to exercise the option to attempt the Alternative Science and/or Writing 
Assessments they must: 

¶ Have passed the HSPE reading and math assessments; 

¶ Have failed the HSPE science and/or Writing assessment at least 2 times prior to their 

12th grade year; 

¶ Have an unweighted GPA of at least 2.75; and 

¶ Have earned sufficient credits to be on schedule to graduate with their class.  

 
A pupil who meets the eligibility criteria above, may demonstrate proficiency in writing and 

science by submitting to the Department of Education a portfolio of work prepared by the pupil.  
For more information contact your school.  

 

REQUIRED NUMBER OF CLASSES 
With the Gateway Course of Study, all students are automatically enrolled in seven courses 

each year.  Only seniors whose parents consent to opt-out may take less than seven but no 

fewer than four credits.  All students are encouraged to take advantage of the numerous 
educational opportunities available to them during high school.   

     

GRADES 
Letter grades of A, B, C, D, or F will be assigned in academic classes.  Only a few courses are 

graded on a pass/fail basis and assigned an S (satisfactory) or U (unsatisfactory) grade.  For 

the purpose of computing grade point average (GPA), S/U grades are not included.  No credit is 
awarded for F grades.  Students who do not meet the 90% attendance requirement will receive 

an "F" and will not earn credit in the course.  Grades become part of the permanent record 
three weeks after report cards are issued.  The responsibility for determining a studentôs grade 

rests solely with the classroom teacher.   
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FINAL EXAMINATIONS  
Washoe County School District guidelines require a final examination of all students in all 

courses which award one-half (.5) credit or more.  Appropriate semester tests may consist of 
skill or performance tests as well as oral or written examinations, depending upon the 

objectives of the course and the nature of the learning activities of the class.  The ability to 
express ideas is a significant goal of educational programs; therefore, essay test questions 

should be included as part of the final examination in classes in which teachers have used 
written evaluation in the course of instruction.  Students who miss a semester final and do not 

make it up within the first three weeks of the following semester will fail the cou rse.  The grade 

weight of the semester exam may be up to 25% of the semester grade.  No exams will be 
given early.  

 

CREDITS 
Most classes in the WCSD instructional program award one-half (.5) credit for one semesterôs 

work.  The school year is divided into two semesters.  Credit is awarded at the end of each 
semester to students who have met the 90% attendance requirement, have completed work 

successfully, and have taken the final examination.  Students must be enrolled in a course 

within the first twenty d ays in a semester to receive credit in that course.  Students who 
withdraw from a class after  the eleventh week of the semester will receive an "F" no matter 

what the actual grade was at the time of withdrawal .  Students who are not able to complete 
the required work for a course or who are unable to take the final exam may receive an 

"incomplete" provided there has been contact/approval by the students counselor or 

administration.  Incompletes must be made up within three  weeks after the beginning of the 
next semester or the incomplete becomes an "F" and no credit is awarded.  It is the studentôs 

responsibility to make contact with the teacher to arrange to complete the necessary work.  
 

REPORTING TO PARENTS  
Reports notifying parents of their studentôs progress in school are issued quarterly.  Grade 
reports issued at the conclusion of the first nine weeks of each semester (November and 

March) are Progress Reports indicating the level of achievement of the student at that time.  

The academic grade issued at the end of each semester (January and June) reflects the 
studentôs work for the entire semester and is not an average of two nine-week grades.  These 

semester academic grades, along with the credits earned, citizenship grades, and attendance 
are posted to the studentôs permanent record at the end of each semester.  In addition to these 

reports which are issued to every student, students whose work has deteriorated significantly 

or whose performance puts them in jeopardy of failing will receive a special Academic Warning 
Notice halfway between each official report (October and December for fall semester, February 

and May for spring semester).   
 

Report cards and Progress Reports are distributed to students at school approximately one 
week after the close of the reporting period, except for the final reporting period in June when 

report cards are mailed home.  Check the current school calendar for specific dates. 
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AUDITING A COURSE  

A student may choose to audit a course provided he/she receives permission from the 
high school administrator and the course instructor .  Students who are enrolled in a 

course on an audit basis will not receive credit for the course.  In order to remain in good 
standing in an audited course, each audit student must complete all assignments and exams 

and will abide by all attendance policies.  
 

A student may be removed from an audited course at the discretion of the high school 

administration and the course instructor.  An academic grade of "NM" ("no mark") and a regular 
A-F citizenship grade will be assigned to students in an audited course. A student may not 

drop a course to an audit after the 11 th  week of the semester .  Audit is not an option 
for home school, private school, or charter  school students who are accepted to participate in a 

course at the high school.  Whether or not a school allows students to audit courses is a site 
decision. 

 

WITHDRAWAL FROM CLASS  
A student withdrawing from a class during the first eleven (11) weeks will  receive no credit.  
After the eleventh week a student withdrawing from a class shall receive a grade of ñFò and no 

credit.  A student who is accepted to AUDIT a class must do so prior to the eleventh week.  
 

REPEATING A CLASS 
A student may repeat a course provided he/she receives permission from the high school 
administration or an identified designee.  A student shall not receive additional credit for the 

repeated course or if he/she takes a "content equivalent" course.  The higher grade shall be 

recorded on the permanent record and the lower grade replaced with the notation "RP" for 
"repeated." 

 
If a student earns an "F" in a course, any course which meets the same requirement for 

graduation may be taken to meet that requirement. The "F" remains on the per manent record 

unless the repeated course is the same course as the one in which the student received an "F" 
grade. For the purpose of replacing an "F," the "same course" may include a modified title such 

as "Alt. Ed.," "Night School," "Correspondence," "CBE," etc.  If the intention of the student is to 
raise a grade, it is expected that the student will repeat the same course and in the same 

format it was originally taken or in WOLF.  For the purpose of raising a grade, the "same 
course" may not include a modified title except for WOLF ñOLò. 

 

ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF EARNING CREDIT  

Administrative Regulation 5127.1 limits the maximum number of credits from alternative means 

that may be applied toward high school graduation to four (4).  For the purpose of this 
regulation, "alternative means" refers to credits earned through correspondence, off -site on-line 

(electronic) courses, credit-by-exam, work experience, community service, and travel study.  
Credits earned in summer school, extended day/night school, and on-site or district -sponsored 

on-line classes (e.g. PLATO, SCPE, PE OPTIONS or WOLF) are not included as part of the 

maximum four credits.  Grades earned in any supplemental or alternative program will be 
averaged into the appropriate semester's GPA. 
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COLLEGE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

 
The following paragraphs will BRIEFLY describe some of the opportunities which are available to 

students in the Washoe County School District through which they can get a head start on 
college by earning placement in, waiver of, and/or credit for college courses while still in high 

school.  Although these programs are generally approved and accepted by the admissions offices 

at the University of Nevada, Reno and Truckee Meadows Community College, it is important for 
students to check with their intended post -secondary institution and, if applicable, the NCAA, to 

determine if that school/program will accept the courses.  If students have questions about any 
of these programs or wish to discuss their options,  each student should contact his/her 

counselor, administrator, the WCSD Supplemental Credit Office, or the Admissions Office at UNR, 
TMCC, or other institution. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT 

Advanced Placement (AP) is one of many programs sponsored by the College Board.  AP classes 

are college-level courses offered TO high school students AT their high school BY their own high 
school teachers.  In May of each year, students in those classes take a three-hour 

comprehensive exam that is written and scored by the College Board.  High school and college 

instructors from around the nation score exams on a scale of 1 -5.  An exam score of 3 is 
generally considered ñqualifyingò and many colleges will give college credit for the course to 

students who earn 3, 4, or 5 on the ex am.  Some colleges only give credit for a 4 or 5 score; 
some waive a college requirement but do not award credit; some (including the military 

academies) allow AP students with high exam scores to be eligible to take the collegeôs own 

placement exams and thus earn credit or waivers.  Some high school students begin college as 
sophomores as a result of passing several AP exams.  Because each college (and often each 

department within a college or university) has its own AP policy, it is important for students  to 
contact the admissions office at their post -secondary institution to determine what type of 

credit/waiver will be available.  To quick -check a collegeôs AP policy, go to 

www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy. 
 

WCSD course titles which include the notation ñAPò or ñAdvanced Placementò are year-long 
courses and ALL requirements must be met before the ñAPò designation is awarded.  Since the 

purpose of an AP class is to provide the student with college level instruction and to prepare 
students to take the AP Exam, the WCSD Board of Trustees has determined that one 

requirement of each AP class is that students must  take the appropriate AP Exam.  Exams are 

given on a predetermined schedule in May of each year at an approximate cost of $87 per exam.   
Students register for AP courses during regular high school pre-registration each spring.  

Students do not have to be enrolled in an AP course in order to take an AP Exam, but students 
in WCSD who are enrolled in a course with ñAPò in the title are required to take the exam in 

that course  (per WCSD Board Policy 6501/BOT ïP6501) .  Exam results are available to 

students and colleges in July. 

NOTE: Students should enroll in AP courses if they are willing and able to invest the time and 

energy it takes to complete these college-level courses. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact your high school AP Coordinator. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.com/ap/creditpolicy
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CREDIT BY EXAM  
Students who wish to challenge certain high school courses in world language, math, and 

computer literacy may take a CBE (Credit By Exam) through the Supplemental Credit Office of 

the Washoe County School District.  The exam fee is $50 for WCSD students.  A passing score 
will earn the student high school credit.   

 
There are often challenge exams or placement exams at the college level that will earn the 

student credit or enhanced placement at the college. The College Level Examination Program 

(CLEP) offers a type of credit by exam to potential college students who have been out of high 
school for a number of years and have some ñlife experienceò which will allow them to test out 

of some beginning level college classes; there is a fee for CLEP tests.  In addition, many 
colleges have their own school or department exams for this purpose.  There is usually not a 

fee for the school exams. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: For information about CBE, contact your high school counselor 

regarding application, fees, and deadlines.  Additional information may also be found on the 
Supplemental Credit Office website at www.washoe.k12.nv.us/suppcredit.   For information 

about CLEP and college placement exams, contact the admissions office at your intended 
college. 

 

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS TEST  
As part of the admissions process students who plan to attend a college, university, or 

community college will take one or both of the college entrance exams (SAT Reasoning and/or 
ACT).  High scores on one or more sections of these exams may allow the student to waive a 

beginning college course and earn initial placement in a higher level course.  SAT Subject Test 

scores may also be used for admissions and/or enhanced placement. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Register on the web for SAT Reasoning and SAT Subject tests at 

www.collegeboard.com and for ACT at www.actstudent.org  , or contact your counselor for 
registration materials and/or additional information.  

 

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT 
In addition to college classes offered through Distance Education and Dual Credit (see below), 

qualified junior and senior high school students may register for other courses offered at UNR 
or TMCC, including certain correspondence and web-based courses.  Students must complete 

an Application for Admission, will pay the usual costs for college courses, and will attend class 

on the college campus.  Courses will appear on a college transcript, but not on the high school 
transcript.  Students with at least two AP or IB courses may apply for the Early College Program 

(see below). 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact the Office for Prospective Students at UNR (784-4700), 

TMCC, or Sierra Nevada College.  For information about correspondence or web-based 
programs, contact the Office of Independent Learning at UNR at 784 -4652 or on the web at 

www.dce.unr.edu\ istudy. 

 

DISTANCE EDUCATION (ELECTRONIC DELIVERY)  
Through the Distance Education Program certain college classes are available to junior and 

senior high school students via Cable TV (UNR and TMCC) or on the web (UNR and TMCC). For 
Cable TV classes, a course may be offered at the same time to college students in a ñliveò 

setting on campus.  Students should consult a Distance Education brochure or contact one of 
the offices listed below since the offerings are limited.  Some Distance Education courses are 

offered for Dual Credit that may be applied to high school elective credit needed for high school 

http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/suppcredit
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/
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graduation.  Fees for courses will vary at the two institutions; fee reductions may be available 

to some students.  Students interested in the Distance Education Program will need to complete 
appropriate registration forms.   

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact the Office of Independent Learning at UNR (784-4652) for 
the web classes, the Office of Extended Studies at UNR (784-4046) for electronic distance 

education, or the Office of Distance Education at TMCC (673-7814) (www.tmcc.edu \e-learning). 

 

DUAL CREDIT  
UNR, TMCC and SNC offer campus-based college courses to junior and senior high school 
students through which they may earn college credit and elective high school credit at the same 

time.  These designated courses are taught TO college students AT the college BY college 

professors.  High school students attend class on the college campus.  In addition, UNR and 
TMCC offer some Dual Credit college courses to high school students through correspondence 

or through their web -based programs (see Distance Education above). 
 

A one-semester Dual Credit course earns the successful student 3-4 college credits and .5 high 
school credit.  Grades become part of the studentôs GPA at both institutions.  High school 

students pay regular college tuition and fees for most Dual Credit courses.  Most Dual Credit 

classes have prerequisites including completion of certain courses, minimum high school 3.0 
GPA, and one-time attendance at an orientation session.  Courses offered at the high 

school are not available for Dual Credit.  A dual credit course may be applied only 
for elective high school credit; however, although the college - level math course will 

be designated as an elective credit it will still count as the fourth year enrolled in 

math for Gateway purposes.  
 

Students register for Dual Credit courses with their high school counselor. In order to receive 
credit at both the high school and college, students must complete a specific application for 

Dual Credit IN ADVANCE and submit it to the high school as well as completing and submitting 

a college Admission Application as a non-degree student.  Students must submit both a high 
school and a college transcript when applying to a regular degree program at UNR or at any 

other college or university.  Not all colleges accept courses taken through Dual Credit programs, 
so it is important to check with the admissions office at your intended college/university.  

Grades in Dual Credit courses become part of the high school GPA. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact your high school counselor.  

 

EARLY COLLEGE 
The Early College Program is a joint effort of the Washoe County School District and the 

University of Nevada, Reno.  It provides seniors and juniors with the opportunity to take 

university courses while still in high school.  You will receive admissions and registration 
assistance, as well as academic advising, to help you in selecting appropriate courses.  You will 

experience significant financial savings ï students participating in Early College will pay reduced 
university tuition.  You will have access to the IGT ïKnowledge Center, one of the largest 

research libraries in the State of Nevada, state of the art technology laboratories, and other 
student services.  The courses you take will transfer to most colleges and universities. 

Qualifications for participation:  High school junior or senior, graduating on time, 3.25 

cumulative GPA, taking at least two Advanced Placement (AP), Honors, or International 
Baccalaureate (IB) classes your junior or senior year, and approval from your pa rent, 

high school counselor & curriculum vice principal.  Early College is not a dual credit 
program.  Credit earned will become part of the studentôs university transcript, but is 

not recorded on the high school transcript unless the student also enrolls for Dual 

Credit. 



  Page 
18 

 
  

For dual credit information, contact your high school counselor.  Participants must 

provide their own transportation to and from UNR and pay for books, fees, and 
supplies.  Participants can take up to eight credits per semester.  Universit y courses for 

which high school AP or IB courses and exams are offered are not available through the 
Early College Program. 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact the Office of Prospective Students at UNR, 682-5914. 
 

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE  
What Is Internation al Baccalaureate? The International Baccalaureate Program is a 

comprehensive and rigorous curriculum designed to prepare students for a quality university 
education. The primary objective of the IB Program is to provide students with a balanced, 

integrated curriculum in all academic areas. IB students can earn college credit by taking 
examinations at the end of their junior or senior year. Students who excel in the program 

demonstrate a strong commitment to learning and develop the discipline necessary to succeed 

in college. The student who elects this course of study is responsible for the commitment made 
to its rigors and to personal accountability and self -sufficiency. Students who are selected will 

be provided with academic, social and leadership experiences that will prepare them to 
compete with any student from any program in the world. Students interested in this program 

should be highly motivated and willing to work beyond the minimum requirements of the 
Washoe County School District (WCSD). 

 

How Does  The IB Program Work?  The IB Program is a two-year program offered at 
Wooster High School to all high school students in their junior and senior years. Students who 

are accepted into the IB program will withdraw from their zoned high school and attend 
Wooster High School full time. Wooster offers two choices for IB students. The first is to 

commit to a four -year plan, which, if completed successfully, would result in the awarding of 

the IB diploma. The second manner is through IB certificates. This would n ot require a four -
year commitment, but would allow students to take part in the IB classes of their choice. 

Potential IB diploma students should begin preparing in middle school by taking Algebra 1 and 
a foreign language. Students apply to enter the Pre-IB Program in the spring of the eighth 

grade year. Students then take Pre-IB courses throughout their freshman and sophomore 

years. At the end of their sophomore year, students who are enrolled in Pre -IB coursework will 
be eligible to fill out an application  and enter the IB Program.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Contact Dr. Daryl DiBitonto, IB Diploma Coordinator, at 321 -5025. 

 

TECH PREP 
College Tech Prep is offered in Career & Technical Education courses in each high school, and 

at the Academy of Arts, Careers and Technology (AACT).  Students earn community college 

credit at the same time they are earning high school credit. College Tech Prep courses are 
taught TO high school students AT their high school BY their own high school teacher.  There is 

NO tuition cost!  To earn community college credit, students must:  
 

1. Be a high school junior or senior 
2. Enroll in a Tech Prep Articulated course 

3. Complete a College Tech Prep application 

4. Earn a grade of B or better in the course  
Students may earn a maximum of 21  credits through the TMCC Tech Prep Program . 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Talk with your high school counselor, visit the Career Center at your 

high school or look at the Career and Technical Education web site: 
www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/  and click on College Tech Prep. 

http://www.washoe.k12.nv.us/cte/
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TMCC HIGH SCHOOL  
This high school, located on the Dandini campus of Truckee Meadows Community College, is 

open to juniors and seniors who currently attend any Washoe County high school, regardless of 
zoning.  Students enrolled at TMCC High School should have already completed most of the 

requirements to graduate from high school due to the fact that only English, US History, 
Government, and Algebra 2 are taught at the high school level.  Other classes taken by the 

student are graduation electives and are attained through college classes at TMCC.  TMCC High 

School students may take as many as four TMCC college classes at no charge and apply those 
credits to electives needed for high school graduation.  Students are responsible for expenses 

associated with college classes such as books, supplies, and transportation to the campus.  As 
with other dual credit programs, not all colleges accept courses taken for dual credit so it is 

important to check with t he admissions office at your intended college/university to see what 
their policy is. 

 

Students who wish to enroll in TMCC High School must complete an application and be 
accepted to the program.  Students who are accepted must withdraw from their zoned hi gh 

school.  Students must understand that TMCC High School does not have sports teams, 
cheerleaders, music programs, and many other activities available at the traditional high school.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION: Talk with your high school counselor and then call TMCC High 

School at 674-7660. 
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GOVERNOR GUINN MILLENNIUM SCHOLARSHIP  

The Governor Guinn Millennium Scholarship (GGMS) initiative was enacted into law by the 

Nevada Legislature in 1999, creating the Millennium Scholarship trust fund to be administered 

by the State Treasurer.  The Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) Board of Regents 
adopted policy guidelines for the administration of the scholarship.   

 
Present funding for the Gov. Guinn Millennium Scholarship program ensures its 

financial viabil ity t hrough at least Fiscal Year 2015.   

 
TO QUALIFY  

Students must meet five criteria:  
1. Graduate with a diploma from a Nevada public or private high school;  

2. Complete with a weighted or unweighted  GPA of at least 3.25. The GPA is 
calculated using all high school credit granting courses and is not rounded; 

3. Pass all sections of Nevada High School Proficiency Exam (HSPE); 

4. Must be a Nevada resident for at least two years of high school (note: there 
are circumstances where a parentôs residency qualifies a student who either 

graduates out of state or was not in Nevada for two years).   
5. Must successfully complete the following curriculum in high school to be eligible 

for the Millennium Scholarship: 

 
English - 4 Units 

Math (including Algebra II) - 4 Units 
Natural Science - 3 Units 

Social Science and History - 3 Units 
TOTAL 14 Units 

 

Note that the courses required to qualify for the Millennium Scholarship exceed those necessary 
for university admission.  Students seeking admission to UNR or UNLV must complete at least 

three years of math, while all students who qualify for the Millennium Scholarship must take an 
additional year of math -- four total.  

 

CITIZENSHIP  
Students must declare on the Acknowledgement of Award form that they are a citizen of the 

United States, or that they have lawful immigration status, or that they have filed an application 
to legalized their immigration status, or will do so as soon as the y are eligible.   

 

DOLLAR VALUE 
The dollar value of the Millennium Scholarship is determined on a per-credit basis.  Millennium 

Scholars at a NSHE community college will receive $40 per enrolled lower division credit hour 
and $60 per enrolled upper division credit hour.  Millennium Scholars at a NSHE state college 

will receive $60 per enrolled credit hour.  Millennium Scholars at NSHE universities will receive 
$80 per enrolled credit hour.   

 

Millennium Scholarship funding is limited to a maximum of 12 cred its per semester, counting all 
course work at all institutions.  In no case may the total of all financial aid and scholarships 

exceed the cost of attendance at the institution. The Millennium Scholarship Program will NOT 
pay for remedial courses. NSHE defines this as any math or English course with a course 

number less than 100.  Funds may be used for any costs related to college/university 

attendance; the maximum lifetime total award is $10,000, which must be used at the 
undergraduate level and only during the six years immediately following high school graduation, 
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except for in the case of military service.  If a student serves in the military they are granted 

the same number of additional years to use the scholarship. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  
1. Millennium Scholarship eligibility is determined by the student's high school.  

Student names are submitted by the school registrar to the District three times 

per year: at the end of the first semester; after graduation in June; and after 
summer graduation in August.  After the stud ent's name is submitted by 

Student Accounting to the State Treasurerôs Office, the student can expect to 
receive an award packet with an acknowledgement of award form which must 

be returned to the State Treasurerôs Millennium Scholarship Office either via 
U.S. Mail or online. 

2. Potential Millennium Scholars are not listed on the school's graduation program. 

 
For more information:  

Please contact Bryn Lapenta , Student Accounting at 325 -2079 . 

POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS  
 

Although some people think ñcollegeò means a four-year university, the term has a much 
broader meaning.  Many students choose to begin at a two -year community or junior college or 

at a trade or technical school.  See your counselor for details about which option best suits your 

abilities, needs, and interests. 
 

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS 
College entrance requirements vary.  For information as to whether or not a course you wish to 

take will be accepted at a college or other school, it is strongly suggested that you contact the 

post-secondary institution(s) that you might be considering.   

College bound students should choose courses which challenge them and which are designed to 

prepare them for the rigors of college study.  Remember that some high school courses will 
meet a high school graduation requirement but MAY NOT be accepted as an academic credit by 

your post-secondary institution or by the NCAA.  Some colleges accept weighted GPAs, some do 

not weight, and some have their own method of weighting grades. Your GPA in CORE COURSES 
(usually English, math, science, social studies, and world language), the strength of the 

curriculum you have chosen to take, college entrance examination scores (SAT and/or ACT), 
and extracurricular activities all contribute to your acceptance into coll ege.  Successful college 

students are usually those who have worked to their fullest potential during all of their high 
school years, developed good study habits, and been involved in their school and community. 

 

NCAA ELIGIBILITY  
 

If you think you might be  interested in college sports, you should know that the NCAA (National 
Collegiate Athletic Association) has very strict requirements you must fulfill in high school in 

order to participate in Division I or Division II intercollegiate athletics.  The NCAA E ligibility 

Center must determine your initial eligibility status.  A brief summary of NCAA requirements 
follows, but since regulations may change from year to year, interested students should consult 

the most current NCAA Guide for the College-Bound Student-Athlete or the NCAA website. 
1. Graduate from high school. 
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2. Earn a grade point average (GPA) of at least 2.0 in a core curriculum of 16 designated 

academic subjects (14 for Division II).  Note that:  
a. Correspondence, independent study, and supervised curriculum courses may 

be used to meet the core-course requirement only under certain conditions.  
CBE will not  count toward the core -course requirement.  

Note: It is the responsibility of the student and hi s/her family to assure any 

correspondence courses or independent study classes meet NCAA core 
requirements. 

b. Courses at the proficiency level or in alternative education classes may not be 
used as core courses.   

c. Courses taken in the eighth grade may not be  used to satisfy the core 
curriculum requirements, regardless of the course content or level.  All 

core course requirements must be completed prior to high school graduation.  

3. Earn a combined score (CR+M) of at least 820 on the SAT or a sum of the four subje ct 
test scores of at least 68 on the ACT.  These are minimum numbers and must be 

accompanied by a core course GPA of 2.5 or above.  The lower the GPA (to a minimum 
of 2.0), the higher the SAT or ACT score must be.  A 2.0 in the core courses requires at 

least a 1010 (CR+M) on the SAT or a sum score of at least 86 on the ACT. 

4. Complete and return the NCAA Eligibility Center Form.  This is usually done in your 
junior year.  There is a fee to submit this form.  The fee may be waived if you qualify 

for a fee waiver for the SAT or ACT. 
5. Submit a separate transcript from EACH high school outside of WCSD that you have 

attended. 
6. Know about recruiting rules.  You may jeopardize your eligibility in a number of ways 

including number and type of contacts made with the coll ege, accepting certain gifts, 

using drugs, accepting payment for using your athletic skill (for example in a TV 
commercial), etc. 

 
For more details and guidance, talk with your counselor and your coach.  To contact the NCAA 

write to P.O. Box 6222, Indianapolis, Indiana 46206-6222 or 317-917-6222.  The Eligibility 

Center number is 877-262-1492 or go to the web address at www.eligibilitycenter.org.   
 

TITLE IX  
Title IX guarantees equal access to courses and programs for both male and female students.  
Title I X further states that an institution may not provide any course or otherwise carry out any 

of its educational programs or activities separately on the basis of sex, or require or refuse 
participation therein by any of its students on such a basis, includin g health, physical education, 

industrial, business, vocational, technical, home economics, music, and adult education courses. 
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CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION  
 

The State Department of Education requires ½ credit of Computer Literacy /Applications for 
graduation.  It is  highly recommended that freshmen students take a semester of Computer 

Literacy/Applications to meet the state graduation requirements.  These courses will also give 
them the comput er skills they need for all classes at Reno High School.  Students enrolled in 

The Red House Project may fulfill their Computer Literacy/Applications ½ credit graduation 

requirement by enrolling in Web Design I (10679/10680) or Graphic Design I (10633/1063 4). 
 

Fees for all courses are applied to workbooks, writable/digital media,  and Interactive 
Whiteboards.   

 

 

* THE RED HOUSE PROJECT SIGNATURE ACADEMY 
 
The Red House Project is based on an advanced project driven curriculum immersing 
students in the fields of marketing, entrepreneurship, graphic design, video production, 3D 
and game design, focusing on teaching and learning, research and discovery, outreach and 
engagement. 
 
The Red House Project community is challenged to develop and promote continuous 
learning experiences for our students; empowering each student with a deep 
understanding of technology, developing ethical, responsible, intrinsically motivated future 
leaders, able to cultivate their skills initiating career opportunities for success while 
improving community awareness and responsibility. 
 
 

*Courses in this program 
are marked with the Red 

House Project Logo.    
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COMPUTER LITERACY/APPLICATIONS   9143   
 
Course Length:  1 semester 

Grades:  9 -12 
Credit:  one-half (½)  

 

Course Description:  This course will provide students with 
the knowledge and skills required by the Computer and 

Technical Standards.  Students will utilize and apply 
problem-solving processes.  Students will demonstrate 

proficiency in keyboarding using touch-typing.  They will us e 

learned skills to create word processing, database, 
spreadsheet and multimedia documents.  Students enrolled 

in Computer Literacy/Applications are encouraged to be members of and participate in FBLA, a 
co-curricular club for technology students. 

 
Students completing Computer Literacy and Applications could receive 5 credits at TMCC (see 

Tech Prep page for requirements). 

 
Prerequisite:  None 

Lab Fee:  $10.00 
 

 

 
 

Web Design I     10679/10680  
 
 
 

 
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 
Credit:  1.0 

 

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce 
students to the basic elements of web design. Students will learn 

about content placement, use of color and graphics, typography 
and message using industry-standard software. Students will 

become familiar with marketing and other uses of websites; as 
well as ethical and legal issues related to websites. 

 

 
Prerequisite (Any):  Computer Literacy, Graphic Design I, Graphic Communications, or Teacher 

Approval 
Lab Fee:  $10.00 
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Graphic Design I     10633/10634  
 
 
 

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce students to 
the fundamental skills and knowledge needed to create graphic 

works using industry-standard hardware and software for a variety 

of purposes and outputs. Areas of study include the understanding 
of the industry history, terminology, color, design principles, 

typography and ethical and legal issues related to graphic designs. 
Emphasis is placed on layout design and the creation and 

manipulation of graphics. Students will develop their skills utilizing 
industry-standard software and equipment.  

 

 
 

Prerequisite:  Computer Literacy, Graphic Communications, Web Design I or Teacher Approval 
Lab Fee:  $10.00 

 
 
 

Graphic Design II     10635/10636  
 
 
 

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course is a continuation of Graphic 
Design I. This course provides advanced graphic design 

students with instruction in advanced techniques and 

processes. Students will work on projects simulating 
challenges found in the design industry such as corporate 

identity, publishing, advertising, web applications, and 
package design. Students will develop their skills utilizing 

industry-standard software and equipment. Portfolio development will be emphasized. The 
appropriate use of technology and industry-standard equipment is an integral part of this 

course. 

 
 

 
Prerequisite:  Graphic Design I 

Lab Fee:  $10.00 
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Entrepreneurship     10211/10212  
 

(THE COMPANY)  
  

Course Length:  1 year 
Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course is a continuation of the 

Entrepreneurship program. Students will gain knowledge in the 
nature and scope of entrepreneurship, the impact of 

entrepreneurship on market economies, marketing functions and 
economic concepts related to entrepreneurship. Business plan 

development is the key tool by which students will learn concepts. Personal 

traits and behaviors of a successful entrepreneur are also examined. The appropriate 
use of technology and industry-standard equipment is an integral part of this course. Upon 

successful completion of this program, students will be prepared to enter a business 
administration program at the college level.  

 
 

Prerequisite:  Computer Literacy, Web Design I, Graphic Design I, Graphic Communications or 

Teacher Approval 
Lab Fee:  $10.00 

 
 
 

Principals of Business & Marketing     10217/10218  
 
 
 

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course is an entry-level course in 
the Business Management, Entrepreneurship, and Marketing 

programs that develops student understanding and skill in 
areas such as business law, communications, customer 

relations, economics, information management, marketing, 

and operations. Students acquire knowledge of fundamental 
business and marketing activities, factors affecting business, 

develop verbal and written communications skill, and participate in career exploration and 
planning. 

 

Prerequisite:  None 
Lab Fee:  $10.00 
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Marketing I     10215/10216  

 
(Sports, Entertainment, Fashion)  

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course is a continuation of the 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship programs. Students will 

learn and practice skills in the functional areas of marketing: 

channel management, marketing-information management, 
market planning, market research, pricing, promotion, 

product management and professional selling. Ethical and 
legal issues of these functions will be covered. The 

appropriate use of technology and industry-standard 
equipment is an integral part of this course.  

 

 
 

Prerequisite:  None 
Lab Fee:  $10.00 

 

 
 

Animation I     10601/10 602  
 
 

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course introduces students to the 
basic principles of two and three-dimensional computer 

animation and graphics. Areas of study include 

storyboarding, character creation, background development, 
traditional animation techniques, and the use of industry -

standard technology. Projects are provided to develop the 
student's career-based animation skills 

 
 

 

 
Prerequisite:  Web Design I, Graphic Design I, Graphic Communications or Teacher Approval 

Lab Fee:  $10.00 
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Photography I     10645/10 646  

 
 

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce students to 
the fundamentals of commercial photography in relation to seeing 

photographically, operating cameras, use of light, image capture, 

and processing digital images. Students will also learn the history of 
photography, legal and ethical issues related to the industry. Career 

exploration is also a part of this course.  
 

 
 

Prerequisite:  None 

Lab Fee:  $10.00 
 

 
 

 

 
IT Essentials I     10673/10 674  

 
(CYBERCORPS) 

 
  

Course Length:  1 year 
Grades:  10-12 

Credit:  1.0 
 

Course Description:  This course covers the fundamentals of 

computer hardware and software, as well as topics in design, 
maintenance, and repair. Students who complete this course 

will be able to describe the internal components of a 
computer, assemble a computer system, install an operating 

system, and troubleshoot using system tools and diagnostic 
software. 

 

 
 

 
Prerequisite:  Teacher Approval 
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Video Production I     10653/10 654  

 
 
 

  
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 
Credit:  1.0 

 
Course Description:  This course is designed to introduce 

students to the basic elements and skills needed to produce 

a video. Operating video cameras, script writing, editing 
equipment, microphones, and the process of On-Air program 

production are emphasized. Students will become familiar 
with video production techniques for a variety of purposes, 

including broadcast journalism. 

 
 

 
Prerequisite:  Web Design I, Graphic Design I, or Teacher Approval 

Lab Fee:  $10.00 

 
 
 
 

Video Production II     10655/10 656  
 
 

  

Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 
Credit:  1.0 

 
Course Description:  This course is a continuation of Video 

Production I. This course provides advanced video production 

students with instruction in advanced techniques and processes. 
Emphasis is placed on the advanced principles in pre/post-

production, editing techniques, studio and engineering 
procedures, and live broadcast skills. Students will become 

familiar with video production techniques for  a variety of 
purposes, including broadcast journalism. The appropriate use of 

technology and industry-standard equipment is an integral part of this course. Upon successful 

completion of this course, students will have acquired entry -level skills for employment in this 
field. 

 
 

 

Prerequisite:  Video Production I  
Lab Fee:  $10.00 
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DRAFTING & DESIGN  I   10803/10 804  

 
(CADD)  

 
 
Course Length:  1 year 

Grades:  10-12 
Credit:  1.0 

 

Course Description:  This course introduces the student to 
the fundamentals of mechanical and architectural drawing 

as related to Computer Aided Drafting and Design (CADD). 
This course provides students with the knowledge and 

practice required to produce and analyze multi-view 
drawings, pictorial drawings, dimensioning, auxiliary views, 

and intersections. Students will gain experience using both 

sketching techniques and computer assisted drafting programs. Various career opportunities 
and areas for postsecondary study will be explored. 

 
Prerequisite (Any):  Computer Literacy, Graphic Communications, Web Design I, Graphic 

Design, or Teacher Approval 

Lab Fee: $10.00  
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ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 
 

 

 
 

The following ELECTIVE courses are offered: 

 

 

9th 
Grade
Strats. In Lit. 

1-2
(recommendation 

only)

English 1-2

English 1-2 (H)*

(approval needed)

10th 
Grade
Strats. In Lit. 

3-4 
(recommendation 

only)

English 3-4

English 3-4 (H)*

(approval needed)

11th 
Grade
Strats in Lit. 

5-6
(recommendation 

only)

English 5-6

AP English 5-6*

(approval needed)

12th 
Grade
Strats In Lit. 

7-8 
(recommendation 

only)

English 7-8

AP English 7-8* 
(approval needed)

9th Grade

ωJournalism 1-2

10th Grade

ωJournalism 1-2

ωNewspaper

ωYearbook

11th Grade

ωCreative Writing

ωJournalism 1-2

ωNewspaper

ωYearbook

12th Grade

ωCreative Writing

ωJournalism 1-2

ωNewspaper

ωYearbook

All students are required to take four years of English.  The courses, which satisfy this 

requirement, are as follows:  
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ENGLISH 1-2    1201/1202  

 
Semester offered:  Full year 

Credit:  one (1)  
 

Course content:  This one-year course will provide the fundamentals of communication skillsð

reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, and technologyðnecessary for school and 
career.  The course will address language skills, such as usage and sentence design, and a 

variety of writing techniques, such as paragraphs, essays, creative writing, and business 
communications.  Students will read literature and nonfiction, refining their reading  

comprehension skills; they will also study literary terminology, applying it to a variety of texts, 

including Homerôs The Odyssey, Shakespeareôs Romeo and Juliet, and Harper Leeôs To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  The course will be taught using a variety of teachi ng techniques from direct 

instruction to small group work.  
 

Materials needed:  A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable items.  
 

 

 

ENGLISH 1 -2 (HONORS)    1203/1204  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  one (1)  

 
Course content:  Freshman honors English, designed for the superior, highly motivated 

student , focuses on skills and strategies in reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, 
vocabulary, and usage.  Freshman honors English students should love to read and have the 

ability to read thoughtfull y and critically.  Students will study literary terms in relation to the 

assigned literature, which will include an unabridged edition of The Odyssey, novels, drama, 
poetry, short stories, and nonfiction.  Students will write different types of compositions:  

descriptive, narrative, persuasive, and comparison/contrast.  Honors students should possess a 
curiosity about words and a willingness to improve  their written and spoken vocabulary through 

formal vocabulary study and 40-word-a-week tests.  The course will include a variety of 

teaching techniques from direct instruction to small group work.  Students who fail to maintain 
at least an 80% average may be removed at the semester.  Students must complete the 

summer reading and required activities before the beginning of the school year (information will 
be provided). 

 

Prerequisites:  A student applying to take Freshman honors English must have a written 
recommendation at registration that has been signed by the eighth grade English teacher; a 

strong B average for the year if currently in an honors English class; a strong A average for the 
year if not currently in an honors English class; an excellent score on the districtôs eighth grade 

writing test; and an excellent score on any Reno High honors English entrance test.  All 
incoming students who have been recommended for honors English 1-2 must pass a writing 

test that will be administered , read, and scored by the Reno High honors/AP English teachers.  

The freshman honors English teacher will give each incoming honors student the required 
summer reading assignment.  If for any reason a student does not receive the summer reading 

assignment by the middle of June, he/she should contact the curriculum vice-principal. 
 

Materials needed:  A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable items.  
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INFORMATION REGARDING HONORS ENGLISH 1 -2 

 
Prospective honors students should meet the following criteria:  

1) Honors students should love to read, have the ability to read well, and be willing to 
read thoughtfully and critically.  

2) Honors students should possess a curiosity about words and a willingness to improve 

their written and spoken vocabulary through formal vocabulary study.   Forty-word 
vocabulary quizzes are given weekly covering at least twenty new words and twenty 

from previous lists.  Vocabulary words come from the literature to be studied as well as 
Greek and Latin roots. 

3) Honors students should exhibit the ability to wri te well for different audiences and 
purposes by being able to develop well-organized, coherent papers of appropriate 

length and style on given topics.  Demonstrated success on the Districtôs 8th grade 

writing test and the Reno high honors writing test will  provide evidence of this ability.  
4) Honors students should have the desire to improve their writing style through the 

formal classroom study of syntax and constructions such as participial phrases, relative 
clauses, adverb clauses, appositives, and absolute constructions. 

Most importantly, students registering for English 1 -2 (Honors) must have a genuine desire to 

learn and the willingness to work hard throughout the year.  Students may be required to 
produce a writing sample. 

 

ENGLISH 3 -4    1211/1212  

 

Semester offered:   Full year 
Credit:  One (1)  

Course content:  This one-year course will continue to develop skills in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening, and research.  It will continue to focus on language skills while 

expanding composition skills to include a variety of writing modes and audiences.  Using the 

reading process, students will read and comprehend increasingly difficult texts, both fiction and 
non-fiction.  The course will be taught using a variety of teaching techniques from direct 

instruction to small group work.  
 

Prerequisites:  English 1-2 
Materials needed:  A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable items.  

 

ENGLISH 3 -4 (HONORS)    1213/1214  

 
Semester offered:  Full year 

Credit:  One (1)  
 

Course content:  Sophomore honors English, designed for the superior, highly motivated 

student, focuses on skills and strategies in reading, writing, speaking, listening, research, 
vocabulary, grammar, and usage.  Students will read at least five literary forms:  short story, 

autobiography, novel, drama, and poetry.  Student writing will be varied, including personal 
narrative, literary analysis, creative writing, poetry, and research.  The course requires a 

substantial amount of homework each night and will include a variety of teaching techniques 

from direct instruction to small group work.  Students  who fail to maintain at least a n 
85%  average will be removed  and/or not recommended for AP English 5 -6.  Students 

must complete the summer reading and required activities b efore the beginning of the school 



  Page 
36 

 
  

year.  The sophomore honors English teacher will give each incoming honors student the 

required summer reading assignment.  If for any reason a student does not receive the summer 
reading assignment by the middle of June, he/she should contact the curriculum vice principal.  

 
Prerequisites:  If the student is currently in a freshman honors English class, an 8 3% average is 

required for both semesters.  If the student is not currently in an honors English class, an A for 

both semesters and a teacher recommendation are required; in addition, the student will need 
to pass a writing test.  

Materials needed:  A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable items.  
 

 
 

 

ENGLISH 5 -6    1231/1232  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1 ) 

 

Course content:  This one-year course will strengthen and expand skills in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening, and research.  The focus will be on increasingly sophisticated language 

skills such as complex sentence structures and word choice.  Writing and reading assignments 
will incorporate higher level thinking skills such as synthesis and analysis.  Literature and non-

fiction will focus primarily on American authors.  There will be a research component in the 

course.  The course will be taught using a variety of teaching techniques from direct instruction 
to small group work.  

 
Prerequisites:  English 1-2, English 3-4 

Materials needed:  A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable items.  

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH  LANG 5-6  1243/1244  

 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  one (1)  

 
Course content:  Junior Advanced Placement English, designed for the superior, highly 

motivated student, stresses advanced composition, a survey of American literature, the study of 
nonfiction prose, the analysis of standard rhetorical strategies and techniques, the study of 

Shakespeare, and vocabulary enrichment.  Writing assignments will focus on the expository, 

analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic an d professional 
communication, as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of 

writing facility in any context.  The primary goals of this course are to prepare students for the 
AP Language and Composition Exam and the rigors of college writing across the curriculum.  

Students must complete the summer reading and required activities before the beginning of the 

school year.  The junior AP English teacher will give each incoming honors student the required 
summer reading assignment.  If for any reason a student d oes not receive the summer reading 

assignment by the middle of June, he/she should contact the curriculum vice principal.  
Students who fail to maintain at least a B - average will be removed. 
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Prerequisites:  If the student is currently in a sophomore honors English class, an 85% average 

is required for both semesters.  If the student is not currently in an honors English class, an A 
for both semesters and a teacher recommendation is required; in addition, the student will 

need to pass a writing test.  
 

Materials needed:  Students must take the AP exam in May; therefore, they will n eed to pay the 

approximately $87.00 cost of that exam.  Students will purchase a rhetori cal reader for 
approximately $48 and may be required to purchase an AP workbook.  A $5.00 fee is required 

to cover consumable items. 
 

 

ENGLISH 7 -8    1251/1252  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1)  

 
Course content:  This one-year course will reflect the culmination of skills in reading, writing, 

speaking and listening, and research.  The language skills will focus on mastery of standard 

usage issues and experimentation with style.  Students will integrate writing, speaking, 
listening, and research strands to produce a multi -media presentation that will serve as a 

capstone for the course.  Students will read, analyze, and critique a variety of texts, both fiction 
and non-fiction.  Literature and non -fiction will focus primarily on British and world authors.  

The course will be taught using a variety of teaching techniques from direct in struction to small 

group work.  
 

Prerequisites:  English 1-2, English 3-4, English 5-6 
Materials needed:  A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable items.  

 

 

ADV. PLACEMENT ENGLISH LIT 7 -8         1263/1264  
 
Semester offered:  Full year 

Credit:  One (1) 

 
Course content:  Senior Advanced Placement English, designed for the superior, highly 

motivated student, focuses on skills and strategies in reading, writing, speaking, listening, 
research, vocabulary, and usage. AP senior English is a survey of British literatureðan 

examination of tragedy, short fiction, novel, and poetry ðfrom the Old English period to the 

20th century. Writing assignments will focus primarily on the analytical essay and will cover the 
following subjects: theme, setting, symbolism, tone, d iction, and prosody. This course will also 

include a research and multi-media presentation (students will be working at the UNR library 
and with UNRôs computer system) as well as the study of logic, rhetoric, exposition, and 

argumentation. Two primary goal s exist for senior AP English: to pass the Advanced Placement 
examination and to prepare the student(s) for the academic rigors of university life. Students 

who fail to maintain at least a B - average will be removed. Students must complete the summer 

reading and required activities before the beginning of the school year. The senior AP English 
teacher will give each incoming honors student the required summer reading assignment.  If for 

any reason a student does not receive the summer reading assignment by the middle of June, 
he/she should contact the curriculum vice principal.  

 

Prerequisites:  If the student is currently in junior Advanced Placement English, an 85% 
average is required for both semesters. If the student is not currently in junior Advanced 
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Placement English, an A for both semesters and a teacher recommendation are required; in 

addition, the student will need to pass a writing test.  
 

Materials needed:  Students must take the AP English Literature exam in May; therefore, they 
will need to pay approximately $87.00 for the cost of that exam.  If a student did tak e the AP 

Language exam in his junior year, he/she will still need to take the AP test  in May. A $5.00 fee 

is required to cover consumable items. 

 
CREATIVE WRITING   1323/1324  

 
Semester offered: Full year 

Credit: One (1) elective  

 
Course Content: This course is designed to provide students with an in -depth understanding of 

a variety of techniques used to originate, develop, and publish short stories, poems, magazines, 
memoirs, and scripts. Students will be writing in journals and working on projects in the 

aforementioned genres on a daily basis. 

 
Course goals: 

1. To develop strong skills in descriptive writing 
2. To learn methods of characterization, plot development, theme development, the role 

of tone and setting in short stories  

3. To understand and include quality dialogue in writing  
4. To appreciate the differences between autobiography and memoir, and how to write 

each 
5. To learn and write using elements of poetry: meter, rhyme, rhyming patterns, 

figurative language, devices of sound, devices of structure, and multiple forms of 
poetry 

6. To understand and create stories of parody 

7. To create scripts for either film or stage  
 

Prerequisites: Student must be a junior or senior. Student must have a grade of ñCò or better in 
previous English classes. Current English teacher should recommend the student.  

 

Materials needed: A $5.00 fee is required to cover consumable materials. 
 

 

JOURNALISM 1 -2     1409/1410  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1) elective 

 
Course content:  This course is designed to teach students the skills necessary for 

communicating in the print media today with emphasis on writing, but also including research, 

law and ethics of a free press, layout and design, basic photography, reporting, interviewing , 
evaluating mass media, and production techniques for yearbook and newspaper.  

 
Course goals: 

1. To learn and utilize fundamentals of journalistic writing;  

2. To develop an appreciation and respect for deadlines and meeting individual 
responsibilities as part of a group effort;  
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3. To become aware of the various products (including advertising) as presented by all 

media, with special attention to newspapers and news magazines; and  
4. To begin reporting, writing and photographing, with the goal of inclusion in the Red & 

Blue newspaper and/or the Re-Wa-Ne yearbook.  
5. To stimulate an interest in, or appreciation of, journalism as a career.  

 

Prerequisites: All students are expected to have strong writing skills, plus initiative, 
responsibility, and a B or better in English or a recommendation from a previous English or 

journalism teacher. 
 

Materials needed:  A $20 lab fee is required to cover workbooks and consumable items. 
 

 

ADVANCED JOURNALISM: NEWSPAPER     1411/1412  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1) electiv e or Humanities credit 

 

Course content:  This course is designed to sharpen student skills necessary for communicating 
in the print media today with emphasis on writing, but also including research, law and ethics 

of a free press, layout and design, photog raphy, reporting, interviewing, evaluating mass 
media, advertising sales, and newspaper production techniques. 

 

All class members will have staff positions on the Red & Blue newspaper, such as reporter, staff 
artist, photographer, section editor, ad manage r, design editor, news editor, managing editor, 

and editor-in-chief.  Selected students will serve on a student editorial board responsible for all 
editorial content and decisions, under the guidance and assistance of the adviser.  In addition 

to daily class attendance, students must be able to work after school and/or on a Saturday or 

Sunday during monthly deadline periods.  All students will be required to solicit advertisements 
to help pay for production costs.  Students must meet all assigned production  deadlines.  

Failure to do so may result in the student being dropped from the class with a failing grade.  
 

Course goals:  
1. To learn and strengthen the specific skills required to produce a quality student 

newspaper.  

2. To produce a comprehensive, student-based and student-run newspaper that serves 
the entire Reno High School community with news, entertainment, and opinion in an 

open forum format; and  
3. To stimulate an interest in, and appreciation for journalism as a care er.  

 

Prerequisites:  Journalism 1-2 with a grade of B or better; strong writing and/or photography 
skills; proven ability to meet deadlines and work as a member of a team; recommendation from 

previous English or journalism teacher; initiative, responsibil ity; and status as sophomore, junior 
or senior.  A summer or mid-semester journalism workshop is strongly recommended and 

required for all editors.  
Materials needed: Students are required to have 3-ring binders with dividers, and reportersô 

notebooks.  There will be a $20.00 lab fee to help cover costs of the various consumable items 

students will use during the year.  
 

 

ADVANCED YEARBOOK (Re -Wa-Ne) 1873/1874  
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Semester offered: Full Year Only 

Credit: One (1) elective credit 
Course Description: The class includes a heavy emphasis on developing journalistic writing 

style, and projects will include reading, analyzing, and writing news, feature, and sports 
articles as well as captioning photographs. Students will apply advanced photographic and 

graphic design knowledge to create pictures and layouts that are visually appealing and 

accurate depictions of the events of the year. Students will also make extensive use of their 
constantly growing knowledge of InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, Microsoft W ord, Google 

Documents, and other programs on Macintosh computers to create the school yearbook. 
Every student will be required to sell ¼ page of advertising to a business or patron or make 

at least 10 professional attempts to do so. This course may be repeated up to three times 
for elective credit. This is a co -curricular course, which means that outside -of -class 

time will be required as a part of the student's grade. Students must come in 

during lunch, during study hall, or after school to complete assignm ents by 
deadline.  Students must also come in on Saturdays and/or remain after school on Fridays 

as scheduled for deadline work (one per month required). Students are required to 
attend various extra -curricular events to take photographs and obtain 

informat ion for stories and captions .  

*While completion of this course with an A or B is required to remain a member of the 
yearbook staff, earning an A or B in this course does not guarantee a position on the 

Advanced Journalism: Yearbook staff the following year. All students who wish to be staff 
members must complete an application, obtain permission of instructor, and have a 

minimum 3.00 g.p.a. for the previous year. (Adviser may choose to waive any of these 
requirements at her discretion.).  

Course Content: Students in this year-long elective course will combine in-depth practice and 

application of business practices (including personnel management, advertising sales, book 
sales, and budget management); ethically-sound photography, reporting, interviewing, 

writ ing, and editing; as well as constant research and development for the creative use of 
graphic design principles to create the schoolôs yearbook. Students who earn staff 

membership will be given a notebook containing all the course expectations and guidelines 

as well as the staff policy manual and handbook. 
Prerequisites: 

¶ 10th grade standing (Incoming freshmen and others who are interested in joining the 

yearbook staff are STRONGLY encouraged to take Introduction to Journalism to 
prepare themselves for the rigorous performance level of this class.) 

¶ Cumulative grade point average of 3.00 or higher (un -weighted) 

¶ Current English grade that indicates advanced skill level in writing (A in regular and A 

or B in honors/AP) 
¶ Properly completed application packet that includes positive feedback regarding student 

performance on recommendation forms from 4 current  teachers 

¶ Appropriately formatted audition work in photography, interviewing and writing  

Materials Needed: A $30 fee covers the cost of consumable items (paper, toner, and other 

items) as well as staff gear (t -shirts, etc.). If the staff chooses more expensive items, 
students will be asked to cover those costs. 
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  HUMANITIES DEPARTMENT  
    ART COURSES 

 

 
 
 
 
Please Note:  Some universities, 
like the UC system, require 
students to take 1 credit (2 
semesters) of art or humanities 
in the same academic year (fall 
and spring), back to back.  
Students can fulfill this 
requirement by taking Art 1 -2, 
2D/3D 1-2, Drawing 1-2, etc. in 
the same school year. 

8th Graders or 
Students  

with no previous high 
school art experience. 

Art 1 

Art 2 

Art 3 -4 

Art 5-6 

AP Art 

Sculpture 

Drawing 
1-2 

Drawing 
3-4 

Painting 

2D/3D 
Multimedia 

1 

2D/3D 
Multimedia 

2 

Graphic 
Communicatio

n 

Students who have taken 
2D/3D Multimedia or Graphic 
Communications can go into 

an Art 1 class. 

Drawing by Ann Challis 
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ART 1    6111  
Semester offered:  Fall 
Credit: one-half (1/2)  

 
Course content:  Art 1 is an introductory class designed to give students a background for both 

understanding and producing quality visual art.  This class follows a rigorous, comprehensive 

curriculum, as mandated by the Nevada Department of Education Standards for visual arts.  
Units in drawing on the right side of the brain, elements and principles of design, color theory, 

painting, multi -media and 3-D design will be covered. 
  

Course goals: This course will provide students with the art knowledge and skills to utilize and 

apply problem solving processes with and through a wide variety of art projects.  Through the 
production of art and the introductory study of art history, art criticism and aesthetics, students 

will begin to develop the ability to express themselves visually.  
 

Prerequisites:  None 
Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee  per semester  

 

ART 2   6112  
 

Semester offered:  Spring 

Credit:  one-half (1/2)  
 

Course content:  In Art 2 technical skills will be refined by working from observation, judging 
proportion using sighting and referencing.  Artwork will incorporate basic composition and 

perspective.   Students will demonstrate the use of the elements and principles of des ign, study 
the historical context of art and develop their critiquing skills.   Various drawing and painting 

materials and techniques will be used.     
 
Course goals:  Through the production of art and the study of art history, art criticism and 

aesthetics, students will develop the ability to express themselves visually and formulate 
personal criteria for making aesthetic judgments and personal decisions involving artistic 

qualities of consumer products, the visual environment, and formal works of art.  

 
Prerequisites: The student must receive a passing grade in Art 1 before proceeding into Art 2  

Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee per semester. 
 

ART 3-4     6113/ 6114  
 

Semester offered:  Fall/spring 

Credit:  One (1) 
 

Course content:  In this second year art course students will further develop their skills and 

techniques to create works with depth and volume.  This course expands experiences in 
essential art fundamentals and applies learned principles for students contemplating continued 

art study.  Various media will be incorporated to extend processes and techniques in drawing, 
painting, graphics, and art history.  
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Course goals:  Provides each student with a deeper knowledge of art processes and the abilities 

to see, interpret, eva luate, and express ideas.  
 

Prerequisites:  Art 1-2 and must receive a passing grade in both 
Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee per semester. 

 

 

ART 5-6     6115/6116 (Honors)  
 

Semester offered:   Full year 

Credit:  One (1) 

 
Course content:  Students will be asked to demonstrate a personal theme and will develop a 

higher level of ability through self -motivation and direction.  Close teacher supervision and 
strong communication between student and teacher will be expected.  Culmination of the 1st 

semester will have students submitting a portfolio and artist statements.  Students will also 
submit artwork to the national Scholastic Arts Competition.  This course is for the advanced 

student seeking further enrichment through personal expression and self-evaluation.  A focus 

on community awareness in the visual arts will be stressed.  Students will be able to display 
their work within their school environment through personal or group shows.  Successful 

completion of both semesters of this 5 -6 level course with a C or better qualifies for Honors 
credit. 
 
Course goals:  Throughout this course, advanced students will refine their artistic skills, 

knowledge, and critical thinking skills as they challenge themselves to solve their artistic 
problems in unique and creative ways. 

 
Prerequisites:  Art 1-2 and Art 3-4 and must receive a passing grade in all semesters 

 

Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee per semester 
 

AP STUDIO ART     6261/6262 (Honors)  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 

Credit: one (1) 
 

This class is a year-long course for the advanced student who is seeking intense visual arts 
experience in a variety of media.  These students may be planning a career or college degree in 

art or visual communication.  The course is designed to prepare students to submit portfolios to 

the College Boardôs Advanced Placement Art Portfolio in drawing. This studio class will focus on 
either drawing or  painting  media.  Students enrolled in AP Studio Art are required to submit 

a portfolio.  This portfolio will co nsist of five matted pieces of their best quality work and 
twenty-four images of work showing a breadth of media and a concentration of one area of 

study.  The cost of the AP exam is approximately $87.00.  The submission of art to the College 

Board is all digital, thus access to a digital camera is required. 
 

Prerequisite ï Successful completion of Art 3-4 or higher and Approval from instructor.  
Materials Needed - $20.00 per semester and AP fee of approximately $87.00.  Access to a 

digital camera. 
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SCULPTURE 1-2    6161/6162  
 

Semester offered:   Fall/spring 

Credit:  One-half (½)  
 

Course content:  This course offers a two and three dimensional exploration of art forms. 

Students will create art using the additive, subtractive and construction methods.  Emphasis  will 
be placed on quality, craftsmanship, creativity, and technical proficiency with new materials. 

Projects will incorporate the elements and principles of design, problem solving and critical 
thinking and evaluation of art.   A variety of materials will  be used to create art works.    
 

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of Art 1.   
Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee  

DRAWING  1  6141  

Semester offered:  Fall or spring  

Credit:  One half (1/2)  

 
Course Content:  Drawing 1 will introduce 

students to basic drawing techniques, 
perspective and the elements and principles of 

design.  A variety of subject matter will be 

covered using many drawing materials.  
Evaluation skills will be developed through 

critique and class discussions.  Students will also 
work with concepts from Drawing on the Right 
Side of the Brain, sighting, proportion gridding 
and basic portraiture. 

 

Course Goals:  Students will b e able to 
understand and experience the processes an artist uses to see, interpret, create, and evaluate 

in the expressive medium of drawing.  
 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art 1. 

Materials needed:  $20 lab fee  

DRAWING 2  6142  

Semester offered: Spring 
Credit:  One half (1/2)  

 

Course Content:  Formerly known as Advanced 
Drawing, this is now the second in a series of 

drawing classes.  In Drawing 2 skills of drawing 
from observation will be explored.  Students will 

learn to judge proportion using sighting and 

referencing.  Drawings will incorporate basic 
composition and multi-point perspective.  Various 

drawing materials and techniques will be used.  
Evaluation skills will be developed through critique 

and class discussion. 
 

Drawing by Carson Johnson 

Drawing by David Greif 
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Course Goals:  Students will gain a deeper understanding of the processes involved in drawing, 

refine their skills, and begin to develop a sense of personal style. 
 

Prerequisite:   Successful completion of Drawing 1 
Materials needed:  $20 lab fee  

 

 

DRAWING 3  6143  
 
Semester offered:  Fall 

Credit:  One half (1/2)  

 
Course Content:  Students will concentrate on their individual creative concepts and work on 

pieces for their portfolio.  In Drawing 3 students will learn basic portrait drawing.  Students 
further develop their drawing skills and techniques to create drawings with depth a nd volume.  

Students will explore more advanced problems with emphasis on creative interpretation, 
developing ideas and exploring methods for personal expression.    
 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art 1 and Drawing 1-2 
Materials Needed:  $20 lab fee. 

 

PAINTING 1   6151  

 

Semester offered:  Fall or spring  
Credit:  one half (1/2)  

 
Course Content:  This course is designed for the student who wishes to concentrate on painting 

the entire semester.  Students will learn and practice color theory, gain knowledge of the 

elements and principles of design, and learn various painting techniques using both watercolor 
and acrylic paints.  Please note ï the $25.00 lab fee for the semester covers the costs of all 

supplies necessary except for the canvases used for acrylic paintings ï the cost for these will be 
the obligation of the student and can be purchased from the instructor.  

 
Prerequisite:  Successful completion of Art 1. 

Materials Needed:  $25.00 lab fee per semester for supplies and paint  
 

 

2D 3D MULTIMEDIA 1  6171  
                                       (formerly known as CRAFTS 1) 

 
Semester offered:   Fall/Spring 

Credit: one-half (1/2)  
 

Course Content:  Students will be introduced to and gain 

experience working in a variety of two and three dimensional media 
as well as develop an understanding of the elements and principals 

of design.   Emphasis will be placed on quality, craftsmanship, 
creativity, as well as practice and skill technique with new 

materials.  This class will stress creative expression, problem 
solving skills, historical and cultural information, aesthetic valuing, 
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and connections to careers.  Projects will be created in a variety of both tw o and three 

dimensions. 
 

The focus of the projects will be to make art that is useable, wearable and functional from 
mostly recycled materials. These projects could include jewelry, clothing such as hats and 

scarves, leather working such as wallets and belts, weaving such as pillows and rugs and 

scrapbooking with recycled library books. 
 

Prerequisite: none 
 

Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee per semester. 
 

2D 3D MULTIMEDIA 2  6172  
(formerly known as CRAFTS 2) 

 

Semester offered:   Fall/Spring 
Credit: one-half (1/2)  

 

Course Content:  Students will continue to gain experience working with three dimensional 
media.  They will work with the elements and principals of design to create work which 

demonstrates quality, craftsmanship and creativity.  Students will begin  to develop the ability to 
assess and critique their own work and the work of others.  Projects will be created using a 

variety of two and three dimensional media.  
 
Prerequisite:  

Materials Needed:  $20.00 lab fee per semester 

 
GRAPHIC COMMUNICATIONS 1   6231  

 
Semester offered:  Fall or Spring 

Credit: one-half (1/2)  

 
Course Content:  This course is designed to introduce computers to students as an art media. 

The students will create artwork with graphic art software, digital cameras and scanners.  
Artwork will be a result of computer generated images.  Students will learn to evaluate artwork 

through critiques, an understanding of the elements and principles of design and art history. 
Students will be challenged to solve projects that range from simple one -day tutorials to 

multiple-week projects. 
 
Course Goal:  Students will develop proficiency in working with the Photoshop program which 

will allow them to express their artistic ideas fluently and successfully.  
 

Materials Needed:  $20.00 lab fee and access to a digital camera.   

Prerequisite:  none 
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SPEECH/DEBATE     6411/6412  

 
Semester offered:  Full year 

Credit:  One (1) 
 

Course content:  This course will provide students with basic knowledge of debate theory and 

technique and instruction in public and competitive speaking.  The course will include 
instruction in ten types of formal speeches, three categories of debate, and Student Congress.  

Students will review and analyze famous speeches of the past, as well as write and analyze 
speeches of today.  Participation in speech and debate tournaments outside of school hours, 

approximately one per month is required.  

 
Course goals:  Students will develop knowledge of debate theory and speaking ability which will 

allow them to compete in interscholastic competition.  Students will learn logical structure, 
reasoning, and analysis of argumentation. 

 
Materials needed:  Students may be required to have money for food/lodging on out -of-town 

tournaments. 

 

ADVANCED SPEECH/DEBATE     6413/6414  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1) 

 
Course content:  Advanced Speech/Debate is designed to provide students with the advanced 

theory and research techniques needed for higher level competition.  The course will refine the 
student's speaking techniques.  Students will continue to build on previous knowledge, while 

expanding their competitive knowledge and ability.  Advanced Forensics will also prepare 

students for collegiate competition by introducing speech and debate forms used at the college 
level. Advanced students are required to compete in all league tournaments. 

 
Course goals:  Students will increase their knowledge of debate and speaking theory.  Students 

will further refine their ability to structure logically, to reason, and to analyze.  

 
Prerequisites:  Beginning Speech/Debate and teacher approval 

 
Materials needed:  $20.00 lab fee for research materials, three-ring notebook with dividers, and 

writing materials.  Students may be required to have money for food/lodging on out -of-town 

tournaments. 
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THEATER    6501/6502  

 
Semester offered:  Full year or fall/spring  

Credit:  one-half (1/2)/semester  
 

Course content:  Theater is a course designed to give students an introduction to all the various 

aspects of theater including, but not limited to pantomime, monologue work, history, technical 
theater and scene work.  Students will work individually, in pairs and small gr oups. 

 
Course goals:  Students will gain an understanding of theatrical terminology, be exposed to a 

wide and general appreciation for the theater through a variety of hands -on experiences, and 

gain a greater knowledge base in dramatic literature and theat rical genres. 
 

Materials needed:  Students may be asked to furnish props and/or costumes that will be 
returned t o the lender.  Lab fee of $5.00 each semester 

 

DRAMA WORKSHOP    6465/6466  
 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1) 

 

Course content:  This course is designed to further the studentôs knowledge in theater.  
Students will explore acting, directing, producing, and all other areas of technical theater.  

Students will produce one short play per semester for an audience in the evening.  All studen ts 
are required to participate.  

 
Course goals:  Students will grow and gain a better understanding of themselves as individuals 

and as part of a team in which they utilize discipline and dedication to accomplish set goals. 

They will gain a greater knowledge and understanding of various types of theatrical literature 
through writing and directing as well as learn important aspects of how to create a successful 

production. 
 

Prerequisites:  Introduction to Theater and/or instructor's approval.  Students must b e a 

sophomore, junior, or a senior.  
 

Materials needed:  $10.00 lab fee, 3-ring binder, 15 dividers, props and costumes that will be 
returned to the lender.  
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MIXED CHOIR    6805/6806  
 

Semester offered:  Full year or Fall/spring  

Credit:  One (1) or one-half (1/2)/semester  
 

Course content:  This is a basic course in vocal production, sight reading, music theory, and 
literature for mixed ensembles.  The music chosen is fairly simple with more difficult material 

presented in the second semester.  Students will receive a solid background in choir and will be 

prepared to audition for Chorale. 
 

Materials needed:  Uniform ($10 -$15) 
 

CHORALE    6813/6814  
Semester offered:  Full year 

Credit:  One (1) 
 

Course content:  The music studied in this treble choir is at the intermediate level of difficulty.  

Many Honor Choir and All-State participants come from this group.  Students work intensively 
on choral/vocal techniques and perform three concerts per year including a fall concert, a 

spring concert, and a festival for adjudication.  Musical variety is emphasized.  Students will 
learn to sight read moderately difficult music, utilize proper vocal techniques, and follow a 

director's verbal and non-verbal directions. 
 

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of an audition including sight reading a melody and a 

rhythm, and the teacher's written recommendation.  
 

Materials needed:  Uniform ($10-$15) 
 

MADRIGAL SINGERS    6815/6816  
VOCAL MOTION  

 

Semester offered:  Full year 
Credit:  One (1) 
 

Course content:  This course focuses on a variety of styles of music on a more difficult level. 

Extensive performances within the community will be encouraged.  Choreography will highlight 

vocal selections. 
 

Prerequisites:  Successful completion of audition with teacher approval.  One year of mixed 
choir or chorale is recommended. 
 

Materials needed:  Uniform ($10-$15) 

 


